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The human papillomavirus vaccine (Gardasil), introduced in 2006, is administered to
women between the ages of 9-26 years.  The vaccine is targeted toward young girls ages 
11-13 years; however, college-aged women are also faced with the decision about
whether or not to become vaccinated.  This study examined the prevalence of HPV
vaccination in a randomly selected sample of 373 college women between the ages of 18-
26 years.  Demographic variables, sexual behaviors, and Health Belief Model constructs
including HPV knowledge, perceived susceptibility, perceived severity, and perceived
benefits and barriers were examined based on vaccination status. Those who received the
vaccine were significantly more likely to be white and of a younger age. In contrast to
previous studies which had explored STI vaccination intentions, most Health Belief
Model constructs were not associated with actual vaccination behavior in this population.
Non-vaccinated women were significantly more likely to report a wide range of barriers
including feeling uninformed about the HPV vaccine, and having concern about adverse
side-effects. The fact that vaccinated women did not differ from non-vaccinated women
with regard to HPV knowledge, perceived susceptibility and severity may reflect the
information and types of marketing messages that are being delivered to these young
women by physicians and pharmaceutical companies. Further research is needed to gain a
more comprehensive understanding of the factors associated with actual HPV vaccination
behavior in this population.
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